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continue to doggedly press the Depart-
ments of Justice, Homeland Security, 
and Health and Human Services until 
every child is safely in the custody of a 
parent, relative, or other guardian and 
to ensure nothing like this happens 
again. 

Hundreds of children still remain in 
government custody, scared and unsure 
if they will ever see their parents 
again. Children who were separated 
from their parents or arrive on their 
own are placed in the custody of the 
Office of Refugee Resettlement, which 
falls under the Administration for Chil-
dren and Families, ACF, within the De-
partment of Health and Human Serv-
ices. The President has nominated 
Lynn Johnson of Colorado to fill the 
role of head of ACF. If confirmed by 
the Senate, Ms. Johnson has one of the 
most important jobs in public service, 
and that is ensuring the safety and 
well-being of these vulnerable children 
and working toward their reunifica-
tion. 

I voted against Ms. Johnson’s nomi-
nation when it came before the Senate 
Finance Committee due to the sheer 
volume of unanswered questions and 
false or misleading answers from this 
administration regarding its family 
separation policies. Tonight, I had the 
opportunity to discuss my concerns 
with Ms. Johnson and secure her com-
mitment to changing the way things 
are done in the Administration for 
Children and Families. 

Ms. Johnson committed to enacting 
and enforcing policies that prevent Of-
fice of Refugee Resettlement grantees 
and facilities from engaging in activi-
ties that are not consistent with best 
practices for children including prohib-
iting solitary confinement for punitive 
purposes or behavioral modification; 
prohibiting the distribution of psycho-
tropic medications or sedatives absent 
the informed, written consent of a par-
ent or guardian, except in the case of 
well-documented emergencies; prohib-
iting arbitrary restraint policies; pro-
hibiting any security measures that 
are not necessary for the protection of 
minors or others, such as denying them 
access to drinking water or preventing 
them from making private phone calls; 
and guaranteeing the maintenance of 
confidentiality of information dis-
closed by children to therapists and 
counselors in the context of a thera-
peutic/treatment relationship. 

In addition, Ms. Johnson committed 
to ensuring ORR and its supported 
grantees and facilities allow any sepa-
rated child to call a parent or legal 
guardian as frequently as the child 
wishes—if there are documented safety 
concerns, calls may be monitored by 
staff with the child, but otherwise, 
children must be able to contact a par-
ent or legal guardian as they wish. If 
the parent/legal guardian is in the cus-
tody of the Department of Homeland 
Security, the two agencies must estab-
lish a process to accept children’s calls 
and connect them to their parents; and 
conducting a full review within 90 days 

of the oversight, staffing, training, 
medication, and licensing policies for 
ORR-funded facilities and issue a re-
port to Congress describing the over-
sight of these facilities and the actions 
ACF will take to address oversight and 
program shortcomings. The review 
must include the extent and adequacy 
of policies related to post-release serv-
ices; legal services; and health, includ-
ing reproductive health, to ensure that 
they are consistent with constitutional 
protections. In the event the full re-
view cannot be completed within 90 
days, ACF will provide the summary of 
their work at that point, with a 
timeline and guarantee that the full re-
port will be soon available. 

I am grateful for these commitments 
and will hold Ms. Johnson to them if 
she is ultimately confirmed by the full 
Senate. 
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REMEMBERING CHRISTOPHER 
COUSINS 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, in 2010, 
Bangor Daily News journalist Chris-
topher Cousins wrote a touching essay 
on a fishing trip he had taken with his 
young son to the Maine lake where he 
and his father had fished throughout 
his childhood. It was his first trip back 
since his father’s death 3 years earlier. 

That remarkable essay exploring the 
special bond between father and child 
and the powerful link between fond 
memories of the past and hopes for the 
future took on added poignancy on Au-
gust 15 when Chris passed away at age 
42. At this difficult time, I offer my 
deepest condolences to his wife, Jen, 
and his sons, Caleb and Jacob. 

As a husband and father, Chris was 
devoted to his family. As a consum-
mate journalist who worked for several 
Maine newspapers, he was devoted to 
the best ideals of his profession. His 
work covered a wide range of subjects, 
but it consistently demonstrated a 
commitment to the truth and to pro-
viding his readers with the information 
that is the lifeblood of democracy. 

Chris joined the Bangor Daily News 
in 2009, covering local news in southern 
Penobscot and Somerset Counties with 
a keen understanding of the issues that 
concern the people of Maine. In 2010, he 
covered the Maine Gubernatorial race 
with extraordinary energy and insight. 

In 2013, Chris became State house bu-
reau chief for his newspaper. Always 
tenacious and unfailingly fair, he 
earned the respect of politicians on 
both sides of the aisle and throughout 
the halls of government. His work 
ethic, skill as a writer, and belief in ac-
countability led to a better under-
standing of the complex and often con-
tentious issues that confront our 
State. 

Chris’s passing is a great loss to the 
people of Maine, his many friends, and 
his colleagues at the Bangor Daily 
News. It is a heartbreaking loss to his 
wonderful family, and I hope they will 
find comfort in knowing that his con-
tributions and accomplishments truly 

made a difference to people throughout 
Maine. 

Mr. KING. Mr. President, today we 
remember the life of Christopher 
‘‘Chris’’ Cousins, who passed away sud-
denly last week at the age of 42. Chris 
was a political reporter for the Bangor 
Daily News and recently named by the 
Maine Center for Public Interest Re-
porting as one of the most respected 
journalists in Maine. Chris was well- 
liked by all who met him, and he leaves 
behind his wife, Jen; two sons, Caleb 
and Lucas; his mother; sister Jen Cous-
ins; and many other family members 
and friends. He will be greatly missed 
by his colleagues, his readers, his 
friends, and all who knew him and his 
work. 

Chris was a consummate professional 
who embodied the best ideals of jour-
nalism. He was devoted to the truth, 
tenaciously pursued the stories most 
important to the people of Maine, and 
had a passion for the communities he 
served. Chris’s death leaves a hole in 
Maine journalism that will not be eas-
ily filled. 

Chris began his journalism career at 
the Advertiser Democrat in Norway, 
ME, then joined the Times Record in 
the early 2000s as a reporter and city 
editor. He left the Times Record to join 
the State House News Service before 
moving to the Bangor Daily News in 
2009, where he began covering southern 
Penobscot and Somerset Counties. 
Chris quickly moved on to politics, 
covering the 2010 Maine Governor race, 
and by 2013, he was appointed State 
house bureau chief. 

Those who worked with Chris remem-
ber him for his storytelling abilities, 
his laugh, and exceptional abilities as a 
journalist. Chris had a huge heart and 
also fought for the truth from govern-
ment leaders at the State house, hold-
ing them accountable without being 
caustic. Maine is a better place because 
of Chris and his relentless pursuit of 
the truth on behalf of Maine people. 

For me, Chris’s political coverage 
shined when he covered people. Chris 
was an incredible storyteller, and he 
was such a great journalist because he 
got to know the people involved. No as-
signment was ever too much for him, 
and his standard response was, ‘‘I am 
not afraid.’’ That fearlessness resulted 
in clear stories that his editors loved, 
heartfelt narratives that his readers 
could relate to, and more passionate 
articles from his coworkers. 

Chris exemplified what so many as-
pire to be: respected by their peers, a 
loving husband and father, and a great 
friend. We have much to be thankful 
for in Maine because of Chris’s dedica-
tion and service to the State and our 
Nation, and he will be deeply missed by 
so many. 
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TRIBUTE TO STEVEN HILDRETH 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, I 

wish to speak in order to honor the 
achievements of Steven A. Hildreth, 
Specialist in Missile Defense, Congres-
sional Research Service, CRS, on the 
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